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Clay  Cross  Urban  District. 

Hnnual  IReport 
::  for  1910  :: 

Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

WM.  DUNCAN.  M.B. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Elevation  of  district  from  325  to  491 
O.D.  Geology:  On  clay  and  coal  mea- 
sures, coal  outcropping  at  the  western 
edge  of  district.  Area  in  acres : laind 
1,462,  water  nil.  Population  : 1891,  7,727  ; 
1901,  8,348;  estimated,  1910,  8,660.  In- 
habited houses:  1901,  1,574;  estimated, 
1910,  1,732.  New  houses  erected  during 
the  year,  12.  Rateable  value,  £21,421 ; 
assessable  value,  £15,262.  General  Dis- 
trict rite,  3s.  lid.  in  the  £. 

\ VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth' rate,  30.0.  Infantile  mortality, 
165.  Death  rates  per  1,000:  All  causes, 
18.0 ; epidemic  diseases,  3.8;  enteric  fever 
and  diarrhoea,  .2  ; phthisis,  .7. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890, 
adopted,  also  Parts  2 and  3 Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  not 

adopted.  Part  2,  sec.  30-33,  also  Parts  3,  4, 
and  5,  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  adopted. 


The  principal  occupation  in  the  district 
is  Coal  Mining ; there  are  not  any  pits  in 
the  district  itself,  but  several  just  outside, 
belonging  to  the  Clay  Cross  Co.,  Pilsley 
Colliery  Co.,  Alma  Colliery  Co.,  and  the 
Hardwick  Colliery  Co.,  and  all  of  these  are 
largely  served  by  Clay  Cross  workmen. 
Then  there  are  the  iron  works  of  the  Clay 
Cross  Co.^  with  their  pipe  pits  for  the 
manufacture  of  gas,  water,  and  steam 
pipes ; economiser  factory,  and  general  en- 
gineering shop;  simplex  coke  works,  all, 
like  the  coal  pits,  just  outside  the  district. 
In  the  district  itself  are  situate  gas  works, 
and  a coal  wharf ; the  various  trades  inci- 
dental to  a small  town.  Such  mechanical 
power  as  is  required,  by  butchers,  printers, 
farmers,  and  cycle  makers,  is  supplied  as 
a rule  by  gas  or  oil  engines.  On  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  district  there  is  a consider- 
able amount  of  arable  and  pasture  land, 
and  from  this  part  comes  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  town’s  milk  supply. 

Incidence  of  disease  in  connection  with 
occupation  is  not  great : there  are  many 
accidents,  particularly  among  the  miners, 
but  most  of  these,  while  interfering  with  a 
man’s  ability  to  work  for  a week  or  two, 
seldom  leave  any  permanent  defects  be- 
hind. at  any  rate  so  far  as  his  apparent 
earning  capacity  is  concerned.  The  only 
fatal  accident  during  the  year  in  the  district 
itself  was  at  the  coal  wharf;  the  other  three 
appearing  in  the  tables  were  sustained  by 
residents,  working  outside:  1,  fall  of  roof  in 
pit;  2,  knocked  down  by  train  in  tunnel; 
3,  old  injury  in  pit  sustained  several  years 
ago  by  an  elderly  man,  who  had  been  more 
or  less  crippled  since. 


Nystagmus  is  not  common,  and  the  other 
diseases  included  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  are  even  less  frequently 
seen.  There  is  no  lead  or  phosphorus 
poisoning. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

This  is  ample,  taking  the  district  as  a 
whole.  There  are  a few  houses  to  let  in 
Danesmoor^  but  none  in  Clay  Cross  itself. 
In  Clay  Cross,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
there  are  no  new  industries  springing  up, 
there  appears  to  be  a demand  for  a better 
class  of  house,  and  the  more  modern  ones, 
even  at  higher  rents,  do  not  lack  tenants. 
Reference  has  been  made  from  time  to 
time  to  the  improvement  in  recent  years 
by  various  property  owners,  and  this  year, 
the  property  belonging  to  the  Clay  Cross 
Co.  is  deserving  of  mention  in  this  connec- 
tion, as  the  followins:  list  will  shew  : 

Clay  Lane  Row  : Water  in,  slop  stones 
supplied,  and  general  repairs.  Open 
gully  takes  surface  water  only. 

Cellar  Row : Eight  w.c.'s  and  coal 
houses,  as  an  experiment.  These  are 
much  appreciated,  and  are  being  duly 
cared  for,  so  that  this  year  (1911)  we 
may  see  an  extension  to  the  whole  row. 
Water  in,  new  front  doors  and  frames, 
and  new  stone  sills,  making  a con- 
siderable improvement  in  appearance 
of  the  houses,  which  abut  on  the  main 
st  reet. 

Pleasant  Row  : Water  taken  in,  with 
slopstones  and  slop-water  gully,  back 
and  front  yard  asphalted,  landers  and 
fall  pipes  provided. 

Office  Row;  Two  new  closets,  two  coal 
houses,  and  two  urinals. 

Egstow  Terrace  ; Two  w.c.'s. 


And  while  recording  with  pleasure  the 
efSciency  of  the  Clay  Cross  Co.'s  cottage 
repair  department  during  the  year,  there  is 
no  reason  for  it  to  despair  for  lack  of  em- 
ployment for  a year  or  two  yet;  besides 
the  extensions  of  the  improvemients  at  Cel- 
lar-row^ Chapel-row  and  Tunnel-row  re- 
quire looking  at.  In  both  cases  the  walls 
are  wet  at  the  foot,  the  yards  are  un- 
paved, and  seared  with  water  tracks  to  the 
gullies,  which  are  several  yards  from  the 
back  doors,  and  each  serves  several  houses ; 
the  water  supply  is  outside,  one  tap  to 
eight  or  nine  houses,  and  in  two  cases  the 
water  tap  is  secured  against  the  privy  wall. 
But  the  alterations  are  on  foot,  and  next 
year  I hope  to  record  that  these  are  things 
nf  the  past 

I very  much  regret  that  the  Council, 
when  adopting  Secs.  30  to  75,  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  de- 
clined to  include  the  first  part  of  Part  2, 
particularly  Sec.  25,  The  jiaving  of  yards 
where  considered  necessary  by  the  local 
authority,''  for  there  are  several  yards 
where,  during  dirty  weather,  one  has  to 
wade  through  to  pay  a call,  while  in  Try 
weather,  when  they  look  all  right,  they  ire 
the  breeding  grounds  of  disease  germs, 
whicli  the  wind  carries  with  the  dust  'nti 
each  house,  producing  the  diarrhoea  with 
which  we  have  to  deal  each  year,  we  have 
a dry  Julv  and  August.  And  in  Clay 
Cross  itself  we  liave  excellent  examples  of 
what  can  be  done  by  a little  jiressure  judi- 
ciously applied  : one  remembers  the  muddy 
yards  of  various  public  houses,  King’s 
Head,  Dusty  Miller,  Nag’s  Head,  etc.,  and 
now,  owing  to  pressure  from  the  Licensing 
Authority,  they  are  pleasing  to  the  eye,  a 
comfort  to  walk  on  summer  or  winter,  and 
sinitary  to  a degree.  And  there  is  no  reason 


why  we  sliould  not  have  our  yards  equally 
improved ; at  present  there  is  no  encourage- 
knows  that  each  person  that  enters  will 
bring  loads  of  mud— and  such  mud — with 
him ; and  where  the  owners  decline  to 
makes  provision  the  Council  ought  to 
have  jmwer  to  insist. 

As  things  are,  we  have  a few  yards  of 
which  we  are  not  ashamed.  I would  men- 
tion three^  each  with  a different  kind  of 
surface : 

Johnson’s  : Brassington-street  and  John- 
street.  New  property,  asphalt 
throughout  ; generally  clean  as  a new 
pin. 

] Joyd’s,  Egstow-street : Old  property, 
blue  brick  smooth,  throughout  clean 
like  the  other. 

Brierley’s,  Thanet-street : Blue  block 
strip  round  the  houses;  rest  black 
cinder  dust  cleaned  daily ; conveni- 
ences screened  by  trees  and  bushes. 
This,  of  course,  means  more  work,  and 
requires  individual  care,  but  the  re- 
sult is  most  pleasing  and  satisfactory. 

There  are,  of  course,  others,  but  I men- 
tion these  to  shew  that  there  would  be  no 
hardship  at  all  to  the  property  owner  who 
took  an  interest  in  his  property  and  his 
tenants,  in  the  adoption,  by  the  Council, 
of  the  section  mentioned  ; no  hard  and  fast 
style  would  be  insisted  on,  it  would  simply 
be  ap]died  where  no  care  was  being  taken 
at  all,  and  where  the  sanitary  conditions 
called  aloud  for  it.  And  in  this  connec- 
tion T should  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  owners  to  the  under-noted  projierties  ; 

Black  IT  orse  Yard.  Evr e-street. 

Thrcumshaw’s  Yard,  Evre-street. 

Park  Bow  (front)  and  Park  Bow  Iback), 
IM  n rket -street. 


Campbeirs  Yard,  High-street. 

Clarke’s  Yard,  New-street. 

Bannister’s  Yard,  New-street. 

Shakespeare  Yard,  New-street. 

Clark’s  Yard,  Cross-street. 

Thorpe’s  Yard,  Cross  Street. 

Buck  Yard,  Thanet-street. 

Elliott’s  Yard,  Thanet-street. 

In  each  case,  considerable  improvement 
in  the  sanitary  conditions  could  be  made 
at  comparatively  little  cost,  and  if  they 
are  in  doubt  as  to  how  it  could  best  be 
done,  Mr.  Griffin  and  myself  are  at  their 
service. 

Two  houses — in  Black  Horse  Yard — 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation. Records  are  being  made,  under 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
1909,  and  action  will  be  taken  as  need 
arises. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  is  drawn  from  the  western 
side,  two  miles  from  the  town.  There  is 
an  underground  brick  reservoir  holding 
three-fourths  of  a day’s  supply,  and  two 
sets  of  filter  beds,  one  for  the  upland  sur- 
face water  from  the  brook,  and  the  other 
for  the  iron  impregnated  water  from  the 
bore  hole.  The  supplies  are  : 

1.  Woferlev  spring,  pure,  3G,000  galls, 
daily.  Delivers  direct  into  reservoir. 

2.  Bore  hole  (lime  and  iron  in  solution), 
50.000  galls,  dailv.  Piped  to  filter 
bed,  through  which  it  passes  after 
falling  over  a series  of  aerating  weirs 
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then  to  reservoir. 

3.  Grinders  Wed  (pure),  30  000  galls. 
This  falls  into: 

3a.  Northedge  brook,  and  this  in  tuioi 
into  : 


3b.  Press  brook,  from  which  sufficient  is 
taken  to  make  up  the  necessary 
supply,  passing  through  sand  filters 
to  reservoir, 

120,000  to  130,000  gallons  per  day 
suffice  fur  the  wants  of  the  district.  In 
1905,  when  the  bore-hole  was  sunk,  68,000 
gallons  a day  were  obtained  from 
this  source,  but  this  quantity  gradu- 
ally fell  off  to  30,000  gallons.  In  the 
early  part  of  1910,  on  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Radford,  the  Council’s  Consulting  Water 
Engineer,  the  bore-hole  was  cleaned  out, 
and  the  shale  strata  tubed.  There  was 
some  improvement,  but  not  as  much  as  ex- 
pected, and  the  hole  was  sunk  another 
100ft.  The  supply  now  is  50,000  galls., 
and  that  ought  to  be  constant.  There  is 
then  114,000  gallons  pure  water  available 
if  Grinders  Well  were  not  allowed  to  mix 
itself  with  the  brook  water.  The  North- 
edge  Brook,  into  which  it  falls,  is  not 
much  polluted,  but  the  Press  Brook  suffers 
very  greatly,  several  farms  and  cottages 
being  situate  close  to,  and  draining  into  it, 
three  houses  being  right  on  the  bank, 
within  a few  yards  of  the  water  works. 

Two  schemes  have  been  suggested  : 

1.  Pipe  Grinders  Well  (which  is  near  to 
the  bore-hole)  into  the  bore-hole  de- 
livery pipe  at  a convenient  level,  and 
have  an  absolutely  pure  constant 
supply  of  114,000  gallons  a day. 

2.  Make  use  of  a natural  basin  below 
the  confluence  of  the  Grinders  Well 
and  the  Northedge  brook,  and  con- 
struct a reservoir,  the  contents  of 
which  could  be  piped  to  the  filters 
without  touching  the  polluted  Press 
Brook  at  all.  This  scheme  would  give 
a supply  which  could  be  guaranteed 
almost  absolutelv  pure,  and  wb.'cli 


would  be  ample  for  all  the  needs  of 
the  district  for  years  to  come,  dry 
summers  or  not  (for  much  of  our 
water  runs  to  waste  in  the  night),  and 
would  allow  the  more  extensive  adop- 
tion of  w.c.’s  without  hampering  the 
Water  Committee  of  the  Council. 

Last  year  the  supply  was  ample  for  all 
purposes,  but  this  has  not  always  been  the 
case : we  have  been  short  before,  and  will 
be  again,  unless  provision  is  made;  and, 
unless  the  Press  Brook  is  eliminated,  there 
is  always  the  risk  of  an  undetected  case  of 
enteric  on  the  brook  side,  infecting  the 
whole  town  before  the  source  is  detected. 
Other  towns  have  suffered  so  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  that  we  have  not  so  far, 
we  may  consider  ourselves  fortunate. 

All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  sup- 
plied with  Council  water  except  4 at  Spoil- 
banks,  and  25  at  Deerleap  and  Ilolmgate. 
Of  these  only  one  cottage  is  anywhere  near 
our  main. 

They  are  principally  cottage  houses,  but 
there  are  some  farmers  and  milksellers 
among  them,  viz,  : Walker’s  Farm  (New- 

I market),  surface  well  ; Spencer’s  (Hollis 
Green),  spring  : Handbury’s  (foot  of  Deer- 
leap).  spring  ; Ilaslam’s  (top  of  Deerleap), 
surface  well  : Allen’s  (Ilolmgate),  surface 
well  ; and  all  the  cottages  from  surface 
wells. 

I 

' MILK  SUPPLY. 

I There  are  28  cowkeepers  on  the  register, 

I and  ajiproximately  140  cows  ; there  are  no 
milksellers  who  are  not  cowkeepers  as 
well  ; in  all  the  newer  sheds  accommodat- 

ing,  three-fourtbs  of  the  cows  the  cubic  space 
is  ample,  ov^r  400  c.f.  per  cow.  The  smaller 
cowsheds,  with  two  or  three  cows,  verv 
.often  have  low  roofs,  and  blocked  window 
b.oles  in  the  belief  that  there  will  be  a 


greater  milk  yield  the  warmer  and  the 
closer  the  cows  are  kept^  whereas  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Agricultural  Societies  is 
that  winter  cold  does  not  affect  the  milk 
supply  ; the  animal  provides  for  itself  an 
appropriate  coat,  and  is  in  better  condi- 
tion. 

No  cases  of  Tubercular  Udder  were 
found.  Inspections  were  regularly  made 
during  the  year  (80),  and  13  notices  served 
for  defects  found.  One  in  particular  was 
structurally  defective,  and  in  a dirty  con- 
dition on  account  of  the  presence  of  fowls, 
and  the  place  being  used  as  a store  room. 
Uuring  the  year,  the  system  of  delivering 
mdk  in  sealed  bottles  was  started  from  one 
farm  (Coney  Green).  There  is  a very 
great  deal  to  be  said  for  this  method  of 
delivery  and  sale  : if  the  bottles  at  tlie  farm 
are  projierly  cleansed  and  the  cows  well 
looked  after  (and  inspection  shewed  that 
both  these  points  were  satisfactory),  it  is 
only  the  fault  of  the  consumer  if  the  milk 
becomes  contaminated  before  use. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Til  ere  are  13  slaught  er-houses  on  the 
register,  and  tliese  are  regularly  visited, 
and  during  the  year  were  found  in  good 
order ; six  notices  were  served  for  small 
defects.  The  slaughter-houses  are  visited 
at  times  of  slaughtering  and  at  other  times, 
but  as  there  are  13  slaughter-houses  and  | 
they  all  kill  at  times  to  suit  themselves, 
every  carcase  is  by  no  means  inspected.  The 
inspection  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  does  not  hold  a special  certificate  for  meat 
inspection.  Of  the  two  market  halls,  where 
meat  used  to  be  sold  in  Clay  Cross  on 
Eridav  and  Saturdav,  one  was  converted 
into  shops,  and  the  other  into  a cinemato- 
graph hall,  and  now  there  are  but  two 


stalls  where  meat  is  ofi'ered  for  sale  outside 
the  shops.  There  are  three  shops  for  the 
sale  of  chilled  meat.  No  meat  was  con- 
demned for  tuberculosis  or  other  defect 
during  the  year. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  sewage  disposal  works,  at  Danes- 
moor  and  Bacon  Springs,  which  have  been 
in  use  since  1906,  have  worked  well  this 
year,  and  given  every  satisfaction.  They 
are  under  the  control  of  one  man,  who  feels 
the  responsibility  accordingly,  and  who 
takes  a pride  in  the  position  the  works 
occupy  on  the  county  list,  a copy  of  which 
is  sent  him  direct  from  the  County  M.O.H. 
at  Derby.  One  complaint  was  made  of 
the  pollution  of  the  Press  Brook,  into 
which  Bacon  Springs  effluent  discharges, 
but  the  brook  was  examined  by  the  Council 
in  April,  and  they  could  find  no  sufficient 
evidence  to  warrant  the  complaint,  and 
this  was  confirmed  by  an  excellent  report 
on  the  brook  water  below  the  effluent  by 
the  County  Analyst.  Since  then  nothing 
more  has  been  heard  of  the  matter,  nor  of 
the  pollution  of  any  other  stream  within 
the  district.  In  order  to  put  the 
Press  Brook  entirely  above  suspicion,  the 

Council  decided  to  put  a drain  along  Mill 
Row,  and  catch  the  few  houses  there  which 
drain  direct  to  the  brook,  but  this  has  not 
yet  been  done. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL  AND 
HOUSE  REFUSE. 

There  are  12  slop-water  closets,  which 
are  now  working  satisfactorily.  254  ordin- 
ary water  closets,  serving  219  houses  and 
schools,  and  the  rest  of  the  houses  are 
served  by  privv  middens.  There  are  no 
poil  closets.  As  was  mentioned  in  last 


year’s  report,  the  experimental  closets  have 
been  put  down  by  the  Clay  Cross  Co.  in 
their  property  at  Cellar  Row,  and  the  re- 
sults have  been  so  satisfactory  to  the 
tenants,  and  been  a source  of  no  trouble 
to  the  landlords^  that  it  is  probable  there 
will  be  a very  considerable  extension  of 
this  much-desired  improvement. 

Three-fourths  of  the  district  is  served  by 
our  own  men,  the  ashes  and  rubbish  being 
taken  to  tips  in  various  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict ; the  remaining  fourth  by  farmers 
who  contract  for  the  work.  The  cost  to  the 
Council  of  their  own  men  was  greater, 
when  reported  on  in  1907,  but  the  work 
was  done  in  a more  regular  manner,  and 
more  under  control.  The  figures  for  the 
year  1910  are  given  below. 

Altogether  11  privies  have  been  con- 
verted to  water  closets,  but  the  Council, 
while  approving  any  voluntary  conver- 
sions, is  unwilling  to  take  any  definite  line 
of  advocacy  in  this  matter  owing  to  the 
narrow  margin  of  the  water  supply. 

Council’s  men : 1,377  houses,  manual 

and  team  labour  only,  8/5. G per  house; 
Council’s  men  : 1,337  houses,  manual  aiid 
team  labour,  with  removal  of  fish  offal  at 
7/-  per  week,  and  sundry  repairs  and  cost 
of  tools.  3/10.28  per  house.  Contract : 
264  at  4/6  (Danesmoor),  173  at  2^6  (Long 
Row  and  Eldon-street),  3/8.48  per  liouse. 
Water  closets  (extra  ones')  are  charged  bv 
the  Council  at  3/-,  and  with  1/6  estimated 
for  ashpit  emptying,  equals  4/6  per  house. 
Not  included  in  the  above  is  <£60  annual 
cliarge  for  tips  for  house  refuse. 

RYE-LAWS,  (^c. 

The  following  bye-laws  are  in  use  with 
the  date  of  tlieir  approval  by  tlie  T^ocal 
Covernment  Board  ; 

Tiodging  TTonses,  22nd  Oct..  1895. 


1 


Nuisances,  22nd  Oct.,  1895. 

Slaughter  Houses,  22nd  Oct.,  1895. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  11th  Mav, 
1896. 


Also,  Regulations  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885, 
adopted  by  the  Council  1st  January,  1896. 

Under  the  above  bye-laws,  licences  are 
issued  for  lodging-houses  and  slaughter- 
houses, and  a register  of  cowsheds  kept, 
while  supervisiohi  is  exercised  to  ascertain 


that  they  continue  to  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions imposed.  New  streets  and  build- 
ings are  passed  by  the  Council  and  con- 
structed under  the  supervision  of  the 
Council’s  Surveyor.  The  only  “offensive 
trade”  in  the  district  is  tripe  boiling. 
There  is  one  shop,  and  there  are  no  bye- 
laws issued  or  needed. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  is  a large  group  of  six  schools  at 
Clay  Cross,  and  a modern  Infant  School  at 
Danesmoor. 

At  Clay  Cross,  the  following  are  modern 
and  good : Senior  Boys,  Junior  Girls, 
Infants;  while  the  others:  Senior  Girls, 
Junior  Boys,  and  Higher  Elementary,  are 
old  and  inconvenient.  The  Higher  Ele- 
mentary is  to  be  removed  to  a new  school 
at  Tupton,  and  then  re-adjustment  will  be 
j possible  in  regard  tO'  the  two  old  schools 
remaining.  There  is  a deficiency  in  con- 
veniences, particularly  for  the  lady 
teachers,  and  the  Managers  are  having  this 
defect  remedied  ; also  a number  of  privies 
are  still  in  use  in  the  school  yards,  and 
these  ought  certainly  to  bo  converted  to 
water  closets.  The  school  yards  are 
ample,  and  on  an  easy  slope,  which  enables 
the  asphalted  surface  to  drv  quickly,  and 
the  children  take  full  advantage  of  the 
oj^portunities  thus  provided. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  in 
the  district  in  the  early  part  of  the  year ; 
not  very  many  children  were  attacked,  but, 
owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  or  the 
type  of  the  disease,  the  mortality  was  high. 
The  schools  were  not  closed,  and  isolation 
of  the  members  of  the  families  who  had  not 
had  the  disease  was  relied  on, 

FACTORIES  AND  WORSHOPS. 

As  explained  under  the  heading  ''  Occu- 
pation,"' the  factories  in  the  district  are  of 
little  account.  There  are  four  bakehouses, 
none  of  them  underground ; two  are  good, 
and  two  are  cramped  and  inconvenient. 
Three  notices  were  served  and  complied 
with  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  outworkers,  and  no  factorv 
employing  outworkers,  and  there  was  no 
case  of  wearing  apparel  being  made  in  in- 
fected premises. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

On  notification,  the  surroundings  of  the 
case  are  at  once  investigated,  and  if  the 
case  is  unsuitable  for  treatment  at  home, 
and  can  be  received  at  hospital,  applica- 
tion is  at  once  made  by  wire.  After  re- 
moval, or  after  recovery,  as  the  case  may 
be,  disinfectants  (sulphur,  and  killgerm 
powder)  are  supplied  by  the  Council,  and 
disinfection  is  carried  out  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  is 
no  official  notification  to  schoolmasters, 
Sunday  Schools,  or  Libraries  of  individual 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  6 cases,  with 
one  death.  Anti-toxin  is  not  supplied  hy 
the  Council  in  any  case. 

Erysipelas.-  -Three  cases,  a very  much 
less  number  than  usual. 


Scarlet  Fever. — 21  cases,  chiefly  in  June 
and  July;  16  were  removed  to  hospital, 
owing  to  insufficiency  of  accommodation 
at  home.  There  were  no  deaths  and  no 
return  cases.  Except  that  the  children 
were  all  about  an  age,  there  was  nothing  to 
particularly  connect  the  cases,  but  owing 
to  the  mildness  of  some  of  them,  and  the 
fact  that  they  have  been  lying  about  down- 
stairs, and  playing  with  the  other  children 
in  the  house,  and  being  taken  upstairs  at 
night  again,  before  the  disease  is  suspected, 
there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  knowing 
that  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  com- 
pletely, and  this  will  account  for  many  of 
Uiese  otherwise  unexplainable  cases. 

Enteric  Fever. — -One  serious  case  of  this 
disease,  in  Danesmoor,  removed  to  hospital, 
and  making  a good  recovery.  Fortunately 
no  other  cases  have  been  reported. 

Tuberculosis. — The  only  notification  of 
this  disease  is  under  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  and  one 
notification  was  received.  There  is  no  hos- 
pital available,  and  the  action  taken  con- 
sists of  seeing  that  the  house  the  patient 
lives  in  is  made  as  structurally  convenient 
as  possible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  in- 
structions of  the  doctor  attending,  and  im- 
pressing on  the  attendants  the  necessity 
of  burning  all  discharges,  wliether  from  tli\^ 
Inngs  or  from  wounds. 

Two  other  notification.s  (Form  A)  w^ere 
received  from  the  "Medical  Officer  of  Chester- 
field Workhouse  Infirmary  of  residents  of 
the  district  admitted  there. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  RIRTIIS  ACT. 

This  Act.  after  consideration,  was  t ot 
adrpited  bv  the  Council. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

These  call  for  some  remarks.  The  Birth 
Rate  is  satisfactory,  80’0  per  1,000  living, 
though,  like  most  other  districts,  it  is  below 
our  10  years’  previous  average,  viz : 35. 
Thirteen  births  were  illegitimate,  exactly 
5 per  cent  of  the  total.  Several  of 
these  were  the  offsprings  of  couples 
living  together  as  manand  wife,  who, 
having  found  their  first  matrimonid] 
venture  unsatisfactory,  had  ventured  on  a 
change,  and,  owing  to  the  costly  proceedings 
incident  to  divoce,  had  of  necessity  to  dispense 
with  the  steps  necessary  to  render  the  union 
legal. 

Death  Rate  is  IB’O  per  1,000  living, 
compared  with  ten  years’  average  of  16'7. 
It  is  bad,  and  it  looks  even  worse,  compared 
with  the  figures  for  the  preceding  years 
1908,  13‘9  ; 1909,  13'1.  It  is  due  in  large 
measure  to  the  onset  of  measles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  and*  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  at  the  time,  coupled  with  a prevalent 
belief  that  “ measles  don’t  matter  much 
anyhow.”  Whooping  cough  followed,  and 
these  two  diseases  account  for  2 per  1,000 
in  our  death  rate.  Even  allowing  for  this 
abnormal  addition,  the  death  rate  is  too  high, 
and  the  district  will  require  careful  watching 
to  bring  it  down  to  13‘1  once  more. 


Infant  Mortality : This  also  is  far  too 
high.  It  is  far  above  our  figures  for  the 
preceding  3 years,  viz:  110,  128,  and  102, 
and  I had  hoped  that  these  figures  were  to 
become  constants,  not  the  awful  mortality 
that  used  to  mark  out  Clay  Cross  in  previous 
years.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
account  for  5,  Premature  Birth  5,  Congenital 
Defects  6 (ail  abnormally  high)  ; Convul- 
sions (which  may  cover  many  things)  9, 
while  only  one  fails  to  come  under  the 
classification  of  Table  Y. 

The  Infant  Mortality  figure  for  the  year 
is  165  deaths  per  1,000  births,  but  if  we 
take  illegitimate  births  and  deaths  only,  the 
figure  jumps  to  800  per  1,000;  i.e.,  of  the 
illegitimate  children  born,  3 in  every  10  do 
not  survive  the  first  twelve  month. 

On  the  whole,  the  figures  are  disappointing, 
they  are  at  the  same  time  an  incentive  ; that 
nothing  must  be  left  undone  which  would 
help  to  improve  the  conditions  of  life  in  the 
district,  and  that  every  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  those  who  try  to  live  up 
C 1 0 y 1 ^ ^ ^genic  standard. 

WM.  DUNCAN,  M.B. 
Clay  Cross,  Jan.  31st,  1911. 


